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DETAILED ACTION 

Request for Continued Examination 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been 
timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.114. 

2. Amendment received on January 19, 2006 has been entered into record. 

Response to Amendment 

3. This office action is in response to the applicants Amendment filed on January 19, 2006. 
Claims 1, 12-16, 19-20, 23-25, 28-29, and 32 have been amended, and claims 47-50 have been 
added. Claims 1-50 are presented for further consideration and examination. 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-50 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
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patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Conway (U.S. 
6,665,822). 

7. Regarding claim 1, Conway discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 an e-mail-enabled 
automation control module (ACM) system (e.g. Figure 3 and abstract) comprising: an ACM (e.g. 
any components within the networking equipment can be an ACM 16, 15, and 18 wherein each 
of these components are integrated and operated together as a unit); and an e-mail system (e.g. 
col. 2 lines 1-13 and col. 4 lines 19-24) electrically connected to ACM that is configured to 
automatically control at least one device (e.g. further col. 3 lines 41-68) and that is coupled to a 
backplane (e.g. 14 as a backplane switch), e-mail system (e.g. col. 5 lines 2-7) configured to 
perform at least one of sending e-mail messages from ACM through a network, and receiving e- 
mail messages from the network (e.g. general architecture in Figure 3). 

8. Regarding claim 2, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 the e-mail messages 
include ACM data (e.g. col. 6 line 37 to col. 7 line 4). 

9. Regarding claim 3, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 the e-mail messages 
include ACM notifications (e.g. col. 6 line 37 to col. 7 line 4). 

10. Regarding claim 4, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 the e-mail messages 
include at least one of ACM data, and ACM notifications from at least one of another ACM and 
another device (e.g. col. 6 line 37 to col. 7 line 4 and Figure 6). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 5, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 e-mail system 
comprises a network interface configured for connection to the network (e.g. 22 in Figure 1). 
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12. Regarding claim 6, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 e-mail system 
comprises an e-mail client configured to send the e-mail messages through network interface and 
the network (e.g. Figure 3). 

13. Regarding claim 7, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 e-mail system 
comprises an e-mail server configured to perform at least one of receive the e-mail messages 
from the network (e.g. Figure 3), transfer ACM data to and from ACM, transfer ACM 
notifications to and from ACM, and receive and respond to e-mail transfer requests from the 
network (e.g. col. 6 line 37 to col. 7 line 4). 

14. Regarding claim 8, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-7 e-mail server 
comprises at least one mailbox configured to store at least one e-mail message, e-mail server 
further configured to allow a user that is connected to e-mail system through the network to 
perform at least one of read, modify, and delete the e-mail messages stored in at least one 
mailbox (e.g. Figure 7). 

15. Regarding claim 9, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 ACM comprises an 
ACM central processing unit (CPU) and a CPU system memory, CPU configured to execute 
ACM functions (e.g. col. 3 lines 64-68). 

16. Regarding claim 10, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 ACM comprises a 
backplane interface electrically connected to ACM and the backplane electrically connected to 
backplane interface, backplane configured for connection with at least one of an input/output 
(I/O) module and an input module (e.g. wherein the backplane is 14 and the I/O module can be 
16 or 18 as desired). 
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1 7. Regarding claim 11, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 e-mail system 
electrically connected to backplane (e.g. electrically run 10). 

1 8. Regarding claim 12, Conway discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 a method for management 
and control of an automation control module (ACM), the ACM including an e-mail system 
electrically connected to the ACM and a network (e.g. Figure 3 and abstract), method 
comprising: sending e-mail messages from the first ACM through the network using the e-mail 
system (e.g. Figure 3 part 68 and 70); receiving e-mail messages from the network using the e- 
mail system (e.g. Figure 3 part 74 and 78); and requesting, by the first ACM, information via the 
e-mail system from a second ACM (e.g. 74), wherein the first ACM automatically controls a 
device and is coupled to a backplane (e.g. further col. 3 lines 41-68). 

19. Regarding claim 13, it has same limitations as cited in claim 6. Thus, claim 13 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 6. 

20. Regarding claim 14, it has same limitations as cited in claim 2. Thus, claim 14 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 2. 

21. Regarding claim 15, it has same limitations as cited in claim 3. Thus, claim 15 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 3. 

22. Regarding claim 16, it has same limitations as cited in claim 6. Thus, claim 16 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 6. 

23. Regarding claim 17, it has same limitations as cited in claim 2. Thus, claim 17 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 2. 

24. Regarding claim 18, it has same limitations as cited in claim 3. Thus, claim 18 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 3. 
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25. Regarding claim 19, it has same limitations as cited in claim 7. Thus, claim 19 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 7. 

26. Regarding claim 20, it has same limitations as cited in claim 7. Thus, claim 20 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 7. 

27. Regarding claim 21, it has same limitations as cited in claim 7. Thus, claim 21 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 7. 

28. Regarding claim 22, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 granting a user on 
the network access to the e-mail server; and allowing the user to perform at least one of read, 
modify, and delete the e-mail messages (e.g. Figure 7 and col. 6 line 36 to col. 7 line 10 as 
registration process). 

29. Regarding claim 23, it has same limitations as cited in claim 12. Thus, claim 23 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 12. 

30. Regarding claim 24, it has same limitations as cited in claim 2. Thus, claim 24 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 2. 

31. Regarding claim 25, it has same limitations as cited in claim 3. Thus, claim 25 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 3. 

32. Regarding claim 26, it has same limitations as cited in claim 2. Thus, claim 26 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 2. 

33. Regarding claim 27, it has same limitations as cited in claim 3. Thus, claim 27 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 3. 

34. Regarding claim 28, it has same limitations as cited in claim 7. Thus, claim 28 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 7. 
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35. Regarding claim 29, it has same limitations as cited in claim 7. Thus, claim 29 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 7. 

36. Regarding claim 30, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 the system further 
comprises at least one other ACM electrically connected to the network (e.g. Figure 1 part 10), 
method further comprising: sending ACM data to the at least one other ACM through the 
network using the e-mail subsystem (e.g. Figure 3); and receiving ACM data from the at least 
one other ACM through the network using the e-mail subsystem (e.g. Figure 3 through an 
intermediator). 

37. Regarding claim 31, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 the system further 
comprises at least one other ACM electrically connected to the network, method further 
comprising: sending ACM notifications to the at least one other ACM through the network using 
the e-mail subsystem; and receiving ACM notifications from the at least one other ACM through 
the network using the e-mail subsystem (e.g. col. 6 lines 65-68). 

38. Regarding claim 32, Conway discloses in Figure 1 , 3, and 5-6 an automation control 
module (ACM) system (e.g. Figure 3 and abstract) comprising: an ACM (e.g. any component 
within Figure 3); a network (e.g. Figure 3); a general purpose computer electrically connected to 
network (e.g. 78); and an e-mail subsystem electrically connected to network and ACM (e.g. 50 
and 68), wherein ACM is configured to automatically control at least one device and is coupled 
to a backplane (e.g. any components within the networking equipment can be an ACM 16, 15, 
and 18 wherein each of these components are integrated and operated together as a unit), e-mail 
subsystem configured to perform at least one of sending e-mail messages from ACM through 
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network to general purpose computer and receiving e-mail messages from general purpose 
computer through network (e.g. Figure 3). 

39. Regarding claim 33, it has same limitations as cited in claim 2. Thus, claim 33 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 2. 

40. Regarding claim 34, it has same limitations as cited in claim 3. Thus, claim 34 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 3. 

41 . Regarding claim 35, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 e-mail subsystem 
further configured to receive e-mail messages from network (e.g. 74 to 78). 

42. Regarding claim 36, it has same limitations as cited in claim 7. Thus, claim 36 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 7. 

43. Regarding claim 37, it has same limitations as cited in claim 7. Thus, claim 37 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 7. 

44. Regarding claim 38, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 e-mail subsystem 
further configured to receive and respond to e-mail transfer requests (e.g. Figure 3). 

45. Regarding claim 39, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 network is the 
Internet (e.g. by IP and col. 5 lines 49-65). 

46. Regarding claim 40, it has same limitations as cited in claim 30. Thus, claim 40 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 30. 

47. Regarding claim 41, it has same limitations as cited in claim 31. Thus, claim 41 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 31. 

48. Regarding claim 42, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 at least one other 
device electrically connected to network, e-mail subsystem further configured to: send e-mail 
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messages to at least one other device through network; and receive e-mail messages from at least 
one other device through network (e.g. Figure 3 wherein the at least one other device can be 
FAMS 74). 

49. Regarding claim 43, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 e-mail subsystem 
embedded within ACM (e.g. 50). 

50. Regarding claim 44, it has same limitations as cited in claim 10. Thus, claim 44 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 10. 

5 1 . Regarding claim 45, it has same limitations as cited in claim 43. Thus, claim 45 is also 
rejected under the same rationale as cited in the rejection of rejected claim 43. 

52. Regarding claim 46, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 e-mail subsystem 
electrically connected to backplane (e.g. 58 in Figure 3). 

53. Regarding claim 47, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 the at least one 
device is separate from ACM (e.g. empty slot 57). 

54. Regarding claim 48, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 the at least one 
device is coupled to ACM via the backplane (e.g. Figure 1). 

55. Regarding claim 49, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 the at least one 
device is coupled to ACM via the backplane and via an input/output module (e.g. I/O module can 
be empty slot 57). 

56. Regarding claim 50, Conway further discloses in Figure 1, 3, and 5-6 the at least one 
device is coupled to ACM via the backplane, and the backplane is separate from ACM (e.g. 
Figure 1). 



Application/Control Number: 10/055,442 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2143 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phuoc H. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-3919. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wiley can be reached on 571-272-3923. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Phuoc H Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2143 

March 29, 2006 



